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The European Parliament offers a unique setting for studying the behaviour of 
elected representatives and the way they interpret their mandate. In contrast to national 
legislatures, where legislators face domestic geographical and partisan pressures, 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) must balance both national and 
supranational loyalties. While existing studies on MEPs’ parliamentary behaviour 
provide useful insight into the voting dynamics in the European Parliament, few 
scholars address the heterogeneity of the post-2004 parliaments, and how it shapes the 
approach of contemporary MEPs to representation in the European Parliament. 
This dissertation uses the changes in the European Parliament’s institutional 
make-up that occurred over the last decade to explore MEPs’ voting behaviour in the 
Sixth and Seventh Parliaments. In particular, I focus on how the diversity among MEPs 
and the variety of voting procedures used in the European Parliament affect MEPs’ 
voting behaviour. Combining post-2004 MEPs’ individual-level roll call voting data and 
original MEP survey data, I explore the following questions:  
(i) How likely are post-2004 MEPs to vote with their European Parliament 
party group, national delegation, and national party delegation? 
(ii) How do individual- and contextual-level characteristics shape the voting 
behaviour of MEPs? 
(iii) How is MEPs’ approach to parliamentary representation influenced by 
the choice of voting procedure? 
The findings indicate that national parties remain post-2004 MEPs’ primary 
principal, and that MEPs continue to hold their secondary loyalty to their supranational 
party group. I also find that diversity among MEPs shapes how they approach 
parliamentary representation; individual- and contextual-level characteristics, such as 
MEPs’ role perception and the degrees of ideological diversity within the parliamentary 
sub-groups, provide incentives for MEPs to alter their voting behaviour. Finally, a 
noteworthy voting procedure effect is visible within MEPs’ self-perceived approach to 
parliamentary representation. The findings suggest that a univocal interpretation of the 
European mandate may be misplaced given that significant systematic differences exist, 





Table of Contents 
 
Chapter 1: Introduction .................................................................................................. 9 
Chapter 2: Representation and the European Parliament ........................................ 18 
2.1 Representation and Representatives .............................................................. 19 
2.2 Two Motivations for Representation ............................................................. 21 
2.2.1 Vote-Maximizing ............................................................................ 21 
2.2.2 Policy-Maximizing ......................................................................... 23 
2.3 Representation in the EP and MEPs’ Principals ............................................ 25 
2.3.1 Democratic Deficit in the EU ......................................................... 25 
2.3.2 Principal-Agent Approach .............................................................. 26 
2.3.3 Three Principals .............................................................................. 27 
2.3.4 Three Principals and the Sub-Groups of the EP ............................. 35 
2.4 Empirical Understanding of MEPs’ Roll Call Voting Behaviour ................. 36 
2.4.1 Comparative Relevance of MEPs’ Principals ................................. 36 
2.4.2 MEPs and Their Principals in the Post-2004 Era............................ 39 
2.4.3 Variation in how MEPs Approach Representation ......................... 42 
2.5 Beyond Roll Call Voting Occasions .............................................................. 45 
2.5.1 Traditional Assumption .................................................................. 45 
2.5.2 Roll Call Vote Requests .................................................................. 46 
2.6 Limitations of the Existing Literature ........................................................... 47 
2.6.1 Focusing on the Post-2004 Era ....................................................... 47 
2.6.2 Variation in how MEPs Approach Representation ......................... 50 
2.6.3 Voting Procedure Effect ................................................................. 52 
2.7 Summary ........................................................................................................ 56 
Chapter 3: Post-2004 Parliaments and Diversity ....................................................... 60 
3.1 General Aim .................................................................................................. 60 
3.2 Guiding Themes ............................................................................................ 61 
3.3 Research Questions ....................................................................................... 62 
3.4 Core Concepts and Their Measurements ....................................................... 64 
3.4.1 Dependent Variable ........................................................................ 64 
3.4.2 Explanatory Variables ..................................................................... 66 
3.5 Addressing the Research Questions .............................................................. 68 
3.6 Methodological Contribution ........................................................................ 70 
3.7 Alternative Approaches ................................................................................. 72 
4 
 
3.8 Summary ........................................................................................................ 75 
Chapter 4: Comparative Relevance of MEPs’ Principals ......................................... 76 
4.1 Introduction ................................................................................................... 76 
4.2 Research Questions ....................................................................................... 77 
4.3 Hypotheses .................................................................................................... 77 
4.4 Variable Operationalization ........................................................................... 82 
4.4.1 Dependent Variable ........................................................................ 82 
4.4.2 Explanatory Variable ...................................................................... 87 
4.5 Addressing the Research Questions .............................................................. 90 
4.6 Findings ......................................................................................................... 90 
4.6.1 Dominance of National Party Delegations’ Voting Positions ........ 91 
4.6.2 EP Party Groups’ Voting Positions versus National Delegations’ . 95 
4.6.3 Changing Dominance of Ideology-Laden Voting........................... 98 
4.7 Summary ...................................................................................................... 111 
Chapter 5: Variation in MEPs’ Voting Behaviour ................................................... 116 
5.1 Introduction ................................................................................................. 116 
5.2 Research Questions ..................................................................................... 117 
5.3 Hypotheses .................................................................................................. 117 
5.3.1 MEP: Left-Right Position ............................................................. 118 
5.3.2 MEP: Identity ................................................................................ 119 
5.3.3 MEP: Representation .................................................................... 119 
5.3.4 Interaction: Ideological Difference ............................................... 120 
5.3.5 Interaction: Voting Instructions .................................................... 121 
5.3.6 Context: Importance of the EP ...................................................... 122 
5.3.7 Context: Ideological Diversity ...................................................... 123 
5.3.8 Context: Financial Dependency .................................................... 124 
5.4 Variable Operationalization ......................................................................... 125 
5.4.1 Dependent Variable ...................................................................... 125 
5.4.2 Explanatory Variables ................................................................... 125 
5.5 Samples ........................................................................................................ 127 
5.6 Addressing the Research Questions ............................................................ 129 
5.7 Findings ....................................................................................................... 130 
5.7.1 Following National Delegations’ Voting Positions ...................... 131 
5.7.2 Following EP Party Groups’ Voting Positions ............................. 142 
5.7.3 Following National Party Delegations’ Voting Positions ............. 153 
5 
 
5.7.4 Relevance of Different Explanatory Characteristics across the 
Three Models of Voting Behaviour ....................................................... 163 
5.8 Summary ...................................................................................................... 165 
Chapter 6: Invisible Votes. Non-Roll Call Votes in the European Parliament ..... 169 
6.1 Introduction ................................................................................................. 169 
6.2 Research Questions ..................................................................................... 171 
6.3 Hypotheses .................................................................................................. 171 
6.4 Data and Methods ........................................................................................ 174 
6.5 Findings ....................................................................................................... 179 
6.5.1 EP Party Group vs. National Electorate ........................................ 179 
6.5.2 EP Party Group vs. National Party ............................................... 184 
6.5.3 Pre-2004 MEPs vs. 2004/2007 MEPs ........................................... 188 
6.6 Summary ...................................................................................................... 196 
Chapter 7: Conclusion ................................................................................................ 202 
Appendix A: Chapter 4 ............................................................................................... 212 
Appendix B: Chapter 5 ............................................................................................... 217 
Appendix C: Chapter 6 ............................................................................................... 239 
Bibliography ................................................................................................................. 241 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
